1ST.  O.   PLUMBAGINACEAE	1469
Tignnia: Aftah, Aflehe—;  Twi: Ahyewgya, Orpapol^wea—;  Urdu:
Chitalakri—; Uriya: Chitamulo, Chitaparu, Krisanu, Ogni—.
2. Plumbago rosea Linn. Sp. PL ed. 2 (1762) 215.—
plate 574B.
Stems herbaceous, erect, terete, slightly striate, simple, upwards
branching. Leaves large, oblong, attenuate and slightly obtuse
upwards, short-cuneate at the base, passing into a very short,
amplexieaul, exauriculate petiole. Flowers 3-5 cm. long, forming
very long terminal and axillary, lax spikes, which after flowering
reach 30-60 cm.; rhachis quite glabrous. Bracteoles ovate-cuspidate,
subequal, 4 times shorter than the calyx, almost pellucid. Calyx
led, short-cylindric, shortly and acutely 5-dentate, along the ribs
covered with stipitate, bifaripus and subsessile glands. Corolla-tube
slender, 4 times as long as the calyx, limb wide, segments ovate,
rotund, cuspidate.
Distribution     Cultivated throughout India    Perhaps a native of Sikkim and Khasia
The root has the same properties as that of P. zeylanica; fatten-
ing, alterative; cures leprosy (Ayurveda)*
The bruised root of this plant is, in its natural state, acrid and
stimulating, but when tempered with a little bland oil it is used as
an external application in rheumatic and paralytic affections; it is
also prescribed internally in small doses for the same complaints,
in combination with some other simple powder.
The vesicant properties of the root of this plant were known to
the old writers, but it was O'Shaughnessy who first tried this drug
in between three hundred and four hundred cases, and found out
that the root-bark, being rubbed with water into a paste and applied
to the skin, raised blisters within twelve or eighteen hours; and that
it can be used as a cheap substitute for Cantharides, with the additional
advantage of causing no irritation of the genito-urinary organs.
When administered internally it acts as a stimulant, and in large doses
as an aero-narcotic poison. It is one of the articles in use amongst
the natives for procuring abortion. For this purpose, the scraped
root-bark is introduced per vaginam into the os uteri. Death is often

